North Hollywood Playwright Tom Cavanaugh wins FirstStage L.A.’s Irene Bashore Award for Playwrighting for His One-Act Play WONDER
Two lonely people form an unexpected relationship in front of a Ferris Wheel,

 the famed Wonder Wheel in Coney Island Amusement Park in Brooklyn.
Directed by Michael Sadler and starring Kevin Ashworth and Sea R. Glassman.

 

Tom Cavanaugh
December 12, 2008
I'd like to thank Dennis Safren and everyone at FirstStage, the members and the judges, the director and cast., God, my family and friends, and all of you for being here tonight.  I didn't really expect to win, so I don't know what to say.  

For the last fifteen years, I have been working as a 9-1-1 Operator to supplement my life in the arts and every night I listen to people in trouble.  I listen to their problems.  I listen to their stories and about five years ago I said to myself, "This can't just be the individuals.  All these individuals just can’t happen to be in trouble. Maybe it's larger, maybe it's the collective, the community, civilization. Maybe we are really a nation in trouble.” 
And as you know today, we are a nation in trouble.
Now the politicians are going try to fix it and the economist and the bankers are going to try to fix it, but it will be the artists who fix it.  

It will be the writers, directors, actors, sculptors, painters, dancers, and the artists who are not afraid to put what is wrong in their art, who will show them what is wrong and how it should be fixed. And what's more exciting is that it could be anyone who does this -- it could be someone who is in this room tonight.  I really believe that.  Thank you. 

