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I lost a great friend on November 25th, 2008. His name was Gerald Schoenfeld. He was 84 years old and I knew him for almost twenty years. He was like a father to me.

I’ve been thinking about all the things he told me in our conversations in order to gain some insight about creating a well-lived life.

It could not have been easy for him as a young man to go overseas and fight in World War II.

It could not have been easy for him to come back from the war and decide what to do next with his life.

It could not have been easy for him to start working for the Shubert Organization after law school when the dynasty was beginning to literally fall apart.

Or to impose stability on the Organization and make it solvent.

Or to guide it through the recession and near collapse of the City of New York in the nineteen-seventies.

Or to work full steam ahead every day of the week when he was nearing his ninth decade on this planet.

He had to be as tough as nails to complete all those deals on Broadway throughout the years.

I began to see a picture of a man constantly making order out of chaos.

To me, Gerry had a keen mind coupled with a generous and kind spirit. He was absolutely focused on what was happening in the moment. He spoke to the need or the question of the moment with clarity, insight, and confidence. His few words always had meaning and impact.

He left me a legacy. How I think, what I do with my time, what I want.

I try to get to the point like Gerry. Walk into a situation with an open mind. Listen carefully. Be generous. Not waste time. Cultivate new opportunities. Invite others to approach me again. Leave satisfied that I handled the matter at hand.

Knowing Gerry has changed my life path. I am a better person for knowing him. I loved him very much and I miss him dearly.
